
Annunciation Parish - Scripture Study 3/30/21 

—-Greeting and Opening Prayer 

THE TRIDUUM AND SCRIPTURE 
The scriptures of the liturgies of the Triduum take us from creation and the fall, to the plan of 
God to restore us, to the sacrifice of Jesus and the cross, and the presentation of the blood of this 
sacrifice in heaven, to the Last Supper sharing the sacrifice and linking us to the banquet of 
heaven, and our joining to this mystery in Baptism. 
- Holy Thursday: 1st Reading = Passover Sacrifice of the Lamb saving from death by its blood; 

Gospel = The Last Supper (Jesus celebrating the Passover with connection to the sacrifice of the 
cross and Him as the sacrificial Lamb. and instituting the Eucharist as “memorial” 

- Good Friday: 1st Reading from the prophecies of the suffering servant; 2nd Jesus as High 
Priest offering sacrifice; Gospel = the Passion, the making of the sacrifice. 

- The Vigil:  Creation and the fall - the need for Christ to come, the light of Christ enters the 
darkness (Easter Proclamation). Sacrifice of Abraham and Issac,  Prophecies of God coming 
to save. Mandatory reading = The crossing of the Red Sea.  Epistle = We are joined to the 
mystery of Jesus’ death and resurrection in Baptism.  Gospel = The Resurrection. 

READINGS: 
Ex 12:1-8, 11-14 (Holy Thursday, Pascal Lamb) 
Ex 14:15—15:1 (Easter Vigil, Crossing the Red Sea) 
Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9 (Good Friday, Christ the High Priest) 
Jn 13:1-15  (Holy Thursday, The Last Supper) 

GOSPEL: 
• He loved them to the end, everything was in his power - yet he still washes their feet. 

• Unless you let me you will have no share with me - some have seen a reference to Baptism, 
once foot washing was done prior to Baptism. 

• It is the humility to serve others that Jesus is pointing to - a humility he will show powerfully on 
the cross.   

• The whole Last Supper is connected to His death and sacrifice.  Sharing of the flesh of sacrifice 
would be done by those who offer it.  It is the way he left for us to connect to his passion and 
resurrected body. 

FIRST READINGS: 
• Blood of the lamb saves.  The placing own the door posts is a protection from death.  
• It is this death of the firstborn that allows the escape from Egypt (slavery).  Crossing the Red Sea 

is like crossing the barrier for the place of slavery - baptism again in the water.  Still a trip to do. 

SECOND READING: 
• Jesus the great High Priest. Not distant from us but who can sympathize - but no sin 
• Was obedient, then made perfect, then the source of eternal salvation for all who obey 

—-Closing Prayer 


